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EDITORIAL 


Opponents Say Acquaintance 
Will Lead to Reunion 


PPONENTS of Presbyterian re- 
union are following a strange 
course in their reactions to the 

proposed ‘‘avenues of acquaintance and 
cooperation”? which the Assembly’s com- 
mittee has approved (OUTLOOK, Feb. 
14). The logic of their attack upon this 
program, as expressed in letters to mem- 
bers of the committee and other stra- 
tegic individuals, is difficult to under- 
stand. 


For one thing, they declare that the 
Assembly’s action in Atlanta was a “‘re- 
straining action.” To be sure, it was 
a restraining action in so far as submis- 
sion of the question to a vote is con- 
cerned, or in asking that the formal plan 
be ratified during the following five 
years. But if the restraint was to ap- 
ply to acquaintance and cooperation, 
why, then, was the instruction inserted 
dealing positively with ‘‘exploring ave- 
nues of acquaintance and cooperation’’? 

How could this phrase mean anything 
but to explore such avenues? It cer- 
tainly did not mean not to explore such 
opportunities. The Assembly under- 
stood this clearly enough when it ap- 
proved by unanimous vote. At the risk 
of wearying our readers, we quote again 
from the recorded discussion of this very 
point. 





A MONTGOMERY, ALA., elder, John 
Ward, expressed opposition to reunion. 
He conceded, however, that the propo- 
nents of union had sufficient votes in 
the Assembly to pass the proposed plan 
of union, but he urged that it be post- 
poned. Then, certain individuals began 
to express concern that it might mean 
no definite steps in cooperation and un- 
derstanding during that period. At that 
point, J. R. McCain arose and said: 

‘“‘Mr. Moderator, it isn’t the whole 
matter that’s to be put off for five years. 
It’s the matter of union, but not the 
matter of acquaintance and coopera- 
tion.” 


—- . - 

Moderator: ‘No. You-are correct.” 

In his later discussion, before the 
vote was taken, Dr. McCain said: “I’m 
in favor of unfon'', |. but I don’t be- 
lieve in forcing it. . . I’d like to see 
the women work with the women of the 
USA church; I’d like to see the educa- 
tional forces get together and work 
some; I’d like to see what we can do 
in the way of evangelism together. We 
could have very fruitful years—four or 
five of them—of acquaintance and co- 
operation and not hurt the cause of 
union at all.” 

All this discussion, remember, came 
before the Assembly voted unanimously 
to adopt the resolution which called for 
postponement of the vote while explor- 
ing avenues of acquaintance and co- 
operation. No opponent of reunion even 
suggested that it should entail a cessa- 
tion of cooperative efforts. 


AFTER THE VOTE was taken, Dr. 
G. T. Gillespie, one of the minority on 
the Assembly’s committee who has op- 
posed the plan of reunion, said: ‘“‘This 

. is a gentleman’s agreement that 
it is not the judgment of this Assem- 
bly that this matter [i. e., the vote on 
reunion] should come up at any As- 
sembly for action for a five-year period, 
and [ believe that we ought to clearly 
realize that that is the import of its 
meaning. . . This period will not be 
spent in vain if it serves to bring a 
larger unity than we had dreamed.” 

Therefore, in view of this clear un- 
derstanding on the part of the commis- 
sioners, including two members of the 
majority group in the Committee on Co- 
operation and Union (favoring reunion), 
one of whom actually offered the mo- 
tion as finally adopted (C. L. King), 
in view of the plain language of the 
resolution itself, the Committee on Co- 
operation and Union was not only within 
its rights in drawing up the suggestions 
for acquaintance and cooperation, but 
it would have failed in its responsibil- 
ity had it not done so. 


IN RAISING their hue and cry about 
this program, opponents of reunion are 
seizing upon it as an opportunity to 


charge the committee with ‘‘precipitat- 
ing controversy afresh.’’ They indicate 
that the so-called Continuing Church 
committee will likely feel itself under 
obligation to take up its activities again 
during this period. 

One of two questions press themselves 
upon us in this connection: (1) Why did 
the Continuing Church committee con- 
tinue its meetings last summer and fall, 
after the Assembly had met, with dis- 
cussions of opposition to reunion and 
with definite plans to enlarge its work 
under a’new name of “‘The Southern 
Presbyterian Evangelical Fellowship’’? 
(See article, page 6, col. 2.) (Included 
in this, but not publicized, was the defi- 
nite plan to establish an independent 
theological seminary which would seek 
to train ministers according to the pe- 
culiar emphases of this group.) (2) Why 
have widespread efforts been made by 
these same individuals to discredit the 
materials being introduced in the New 
Curriculum of the USA church, with 
critical pamphlets freely distributed? 
Why did they do this if the CCC felt 
that the door was to be closed on this 
subject? Or did they feel that it was 
legitimate to work for disunity and mis- 
understanding but not to work for co- 
operation and acquaintance? 


WE ARE HERE FACED with some- 
thing new. When in all these times have 
we seen our Presbyterian tradition ar- 
rayed against cooperation with other 
Presbyterians? Opponents of reunion 
have insisted that they were not against 
cooperation; no, they said, they were 
simply opposed to reunion. Now they 
are admitting that they are also op- 
posed to cooperation. 

It would seem to us that for the op- 
ponents of reunion to call these activi- 
ties ‘“‘pro-union,’’ as they do, is to for- 
feit their case. In so doing, they sim- 
ply admit that the better we know USA 
people, the easier will reunion come. 
What valid argument do they have left? 
Their whole case has been built upon a 
deep, unchanging difference between us, 
so that no bond could possibly unite the 
two people; they have told us that if 
we really knew the USA people we would 








understand how impossible union is. 
Now they are saying that if we really get 
acquainted with these USA brethren and 
if we learn to work with them, reunion 
is inevitable. 


PROPONENTS of reunion have said 
this for years. We have not been afraid 
for all our people to have personal, 


hand-to-hand, heart-to-heart dealings 
with these members of our American 
Presbyterian family. We have long been 
convinced of our oneness. 

To have the opponents admit it, is 
to have reached a milestone. 

In this we are agreed, then, full un- 
derstanding and cooperation lead to re- 
union. 





Letters to the Editors 





Long Pastorates Call 


for Drastic Solution 





Church or Minister? 


NOTE: If the situation here described 
may seem to be one which is recognized, 
it will simply indicate that this is a cri- 
tical problem in far too many localities 
over the church. The writer df the let- 
ter asks that we introduce the discus- 
sion by securing an article. However, 
we cannot imagine a more earnest or 
finer spirited introduction than this. 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I would like to see an article written 
on “Drastic steps needed in local church 
situations because of long pastorates.’’ 
I cannot write one myself, for I am liv- 
ing under the shadow of such a situa- 
tion and it would be misunderstood. 

One of our leading ministers says, ‘‘It 
is a complex matter and [ doubt if any 
one general church law can give us the 
proper solution.”” But he says he thinks 
ten years is a good limit for the average 
pastorate. He also says that the church 
should be considered instead of the man 
and that “under the present regulation 
a church should not continue to call a 
beloved pastor on the yearly basis if 
it is not to the best interest of the 
church. The pastor ought to accept the 
judgment of the church gracefully.” 


I HAVE HEARD MUCH about long 
pastorates from all over the church. 
There was no hope for the situation un- 
til the “retiring rule’’ was made, but the 
weakness in that rule is the three-year 
clause added to it. This puts the min- 
ister and the church in an awkward po- 





BELHAVEN 
COLLEGE 


Liberal Arts College For Women 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

POSSESSING— 

Attractive Campus 

Modern Buildings 

Excellent Student Body 
STRESSING— 

Character 

Culture 

Sound Scholarship 

For Catalog—wWrite: 
G. T. GILLESPIE, President 











sition. Of course a minister ought to 
be allowed to preach as long as people 
want to hear him. There is something 
very inspiring in hearing an old man 
who knows his Bible and lives close to 
his God, but the average man, when he 
reaches seventy, is not equal to a large 
pastorate—either in mind or body. 
However, the long pastorate is the 
subject which interest me and [| think 
is of vital importance. When a man has 
been in a church a long time, he is ‘‘the 
beloved pastor”’ to many people and they 
put him above the church. So often he 
sees through the eyes of these members, 
and even though he knows there are 
those who, though fond of him, feel 
that for the good of the church he 
should retire, he does not ‘gracefully’ 
do so—and O, how the church suffers! 
It is often dying, but he will not see it. 


MY OWN CHURCH is such an one 
and we should have a fine aggressive 
minister, a real student of the Word and 
preacher so that the young people will 
come in great numbers to hear him 
preach, as well as adults who now 
seldom come to church because they are 
not interested, 

My own pastor has been here 
years. He is a good kindly man but has 
never been a student of the Bible, not 
aggressive nor progressive. The church 
is in a deplorable condition, but he will 
not see it... 

I know so many churches in our synod 
that had the same situation and often 
when the ministers did leave it was 
some time before they were in a healthy 
condition again. So it seems to me that 
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it all adds up to the question as to 
which is more important the church or 
the minister. Should there not be some 
kind of law in the church that would 
help this situation? 

Some speak of the Methodist Church, 
saying that the bishops are allowed to 
extend the minister’s stay if the people 
so desire and if it seems wise. But 
sometimes the minister wants to return 
to his charge and the church does not 
wish that to happen. Then the bishop 
is in a position to learn about the whole 
situation in a way that enables him to 
act in the best interests of all concerned, 
and what he says settles it. But Pres- 
byterians do not have a bishop but a 
presbytery, and you know that process, 
One might say, “O, well, a year or two 
does not make.much difference.” That 
depends upon how interested one is in 
the progress of the church. I think it 
makes every difference. 


I HAVE GREAT RESPECT for the 
ministry, but I am afraid that ministers 
often fail to see the interests of the 
church first. There are many other 
disturbing things which come from long 
pastorates, so I do not agree with those 
who say, “There is something very beau- 
tiful about a long pastorate,’ and I am 
fond of my pastor too. I wish you would 
start a discussion on this subject in your 
paper. I feel it would be most helpful. 

Please understand that I am not ex- 
pecting such a discussion to do my 
church much good, now, but other 
churches may benefit from it. This busi- 
ness of the Kingdom is urgent and seri- 
ous in such a day as ours. The Church 
has the right to expect real leadership 
and unselfish service from her ministers 
whether they are old or young. There 
are many disturbed about it, but few 
have the courage to express what they 
feel and why. 

I understand that the seminaries are 
discouraging long pastorates and per- 
haps that is the real way to solve the 
problem. I have been a Presbyterian 
all my life and for generations back of 
me. I believe in the Presbyterian 
Church with all my heart. But we are 
slow to learn new ways, are we not? 

NAME WITHHELD. 


® & ® 

NOTE: The Inquiring Reporter now 
asks readers to reply in 25 words to this 
question: “Do you thiuk there should 
be a limit on pastorates—say, not more 
than 10 years? Letters intended for pub- 
lication should be kept within our 300- 
word limit. 
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Sherrill to Take 
Professorship at 


Union, New York 


Louisville Dean to Begin 
New Service Mid-Summer 1950 


Lewis J. Sherrill, dean of Louisville’s 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary, will 
join the faculty of Union Seminary, New 
York, in mid-summer 1950. President 
Henry P. Van Dusen, of Union, has an- 
nounced that Dr. Sherrill will become 
the Skinner and McAlpin professor of 
practical theology. 

Dr. Sherrill has been at Louisville 
Seminary since 1925. Since 1930 he has 
been its dean. In all those years he 
has been professor of religious educa- 
tion. For many years he has been one 
of the leaders in the American Asso- 
ciation of Theological Schools. He is 
now chairman of its executive commit- 
tee. 

Last summer Dr. Sherrill concluded 
a four-year work in directing the re- 
study of religious education for the As- 
sembly’s executive committee. Now he 
is preparing a book based on this re- 
study which the executive committee 
will publish. 

At Union in New York, Dr. Sherrill 
will succeed Harrison §S. Elliott, who 
will retire after 28 years on the faculty. 


Reunion Should Not Be Pressed 


Presbyterian reunion should nct be 
pressed at this time, Western Texas 
Presbytery recently declared, in view of 
the “compromise reached at the General 
Assembly of 1948.” This action -was 
taken because overtures from three or 
more churches in that presbytery came 
urging the 1949 Assembly to “proceed 
forthwith to consummate reunion.” Re- 
union is ‘‘both advisable and urgent,’ 
Says the presbytery, but the petitioners 
“and all other communicants in our con- 
stituency” should be “‘zealous in prayer 
that in God’s good time reunion may 
come.”’ 


Mississippi Elder Gets a Letter 


Western Texas Presbytery wants El- 
der L. E. Faulkner of Hattiesburg, Miss., 
to wait until he is requested to distri- 
bute his views before mailing churches, 
Officers and ministers, organizations and 
individuals within those boundaries his 
judgments on the Federal Council of 
Churches. At its mid-winter meeting 
the presbytery adopted such a resolu- 
tion and had it sent to Mr. Faulkner. 





LEWIS J. SHERRILL 
Accepts Union, N. Y., Professorship 


Sengle Heads Yale Body 


William R. Sengle, Presbyterian, US, 
of Fort Smith, Ark., student in the Yale 
Divinity School, has been elected chair- 
man of the student-faculty executive 
committee in that institution for 1949. 
The committee is the official governing 
body of the seminary student body. 

Sengle, a Navy veteran, 1946 grad- 
uate of Davidson College, receives his 
degree this year. However, he plans to 
take an additional year at Yale for spe- 
cial study on the relation of the church 
to the problems of labor and race. He 
will work under Dean-elect Liston Pope. 


Communist Pressure in China 


Associated Press reports indicate that 
Communist forces in China are now ex- 
pecting missionaries and their institu- 
tions’ to give daily lessons in Commu- 
nism. Observers feel that the pattern 
will conform to previous efforts to drive 
foreigners out of captured territory, 
then to invite back under rigid control 
those (such as technicians) who they 
find necessary to operate various enter- 
prices. 

Foreign missionaries who stayed on at 
Tsinan were reported as ‘“‘about ready 
to toss in the sponge.’”” Communist of- 
ficials were said not to recognize that 
the spreading of Christianity is a ‘‘pro- 
ductive profession.’”” Churchmen, they 
said, would have to teach in the Chinese 
middle schools or get out. Mission 
schools themselves were expected to give 
lessons in Communism, including anti- 
Christian, atheistic teachings by Com- 
munist instructors, and to pay the sal- 
aries of such instructors. 


The Week in Religion 


Church Union Trend 
Is Accented by Vote 


Of Congregationalists 


Merger With E&R Group 
New Seems Assured 


Church union advocates saw their 
cause greatly advanced as merger of the 
Congregational Christian churches with 
the Evangelical and Reformed church 
seemed assured. 

The General Council of the Congre- 
gational Christian churches, meeting 
last week in Cleveland, voted 757 to 
172 in favor of the union, thus com- 
mitting the denomination to merger. 

At a previous meeting in Oberlin, 
Ohio, last July, the Council had specified 
that a 75% vote of approval by Con- 
gregational Christian churches, confer- 
ences, and associations should be ob- 
tained by January 1, 1949. However, it 
stipulated at that time that the General 
Council would make the final decision 
on union if this percentage was not 
reached. 

Since the 75% quota fell short by 
2.8%, final decision on merger was left 
to the General Council. 





E&R Favorable 


Spokesmen for the Evangelical and 
Reformed church, which last year voted 
for the merger overwhelmingly, said 
that while the synods would have to 
ballot again on the proposal, there was 
no doubt the result would be favor- 
able. 

This merger, when finally completed, 
will lead to the largest Protestant union 
in the last 10 years. The two denomi- 
nations, which are joining in a newly- 
created United church of Christ, boast 
a total of nearly 2,000,000 members 
across the country. 

It is interesting to note that the mer- 
ger will unite a native American group 
with one of European background. Con- 
gregational Christian churches date 
back to the Pilgrim fathers and the 
early colonists of New England. The 
Evangelical and Reformed church stems 
from Dutch and German roots in the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 

Actually, the United Church of Christ, 
when it is formed, will embrace what 
originally was four denominations, since 
both the Congregational Christian 
churches and the Evangelical and Re- 
formed church are, as their names indi- 
cate, merged denominations. 








Opposition Is Organized 

No sooner had the general council of 
the Congregational Christian churches 
voted in favor of uniting both denomi- 
nations than opponents of the union de- 
clared they would bring legal action to 
prevent the merger. They went into 
session in an attempt to unify the anti- 
merger forces and map their future 
strategy. 

After a conference, they announced 
they would establish permanent head- 
quarters in Chicago under the name of 
“Continuing Committee of the Congre- 
gational Christian Churches of the 
United States.’ : 

James W. Fifield, Jr., of Los Angeles, 
leader of the opposition, said he believed 
between 500 and 1,000 Congregational 
churches would refuse to join the union. 
Proponents of the merger said the num- 
ber would probably scale down to ‘100 
or less.” 

Should such a schism materialize, it 
would not be surprising. In nearly all 
American church mergers involving the 
whole membership of two denomi- 
nations, such schisms have _ resulted 
without seriously affecting the merged 
ehurch. 

Many Congregational Christians are 
doubtlessly recalling that a group of 
Christian churches never accepted their 
denomination’s merger with Congrega- 
tional churches in 1931. 


A Few Methodists Stayed Out 


When the major Methodist bodies 
were merged ten years ago to become 
the Methodist church a group from the 
Methodist Episcopal church, South, re- 
fused to enter the union. Subsequently, 
members of this dissident group for- 
mally established a new denomination 
known as the Southern Methodist 
church, with a constituency of about 
5,000 at the present time. 

In 1906, when a majority group of 
the Cumberland Presbyterian church 
united with the Presbyterian church, 
USA, a minority in the former denomi- 
nation preferred to continue as an in- 
dependent church. 

Even now, some Southern Presby- 
teries are urging that no further steps 
be taken towards merger of the Presby- 
terian church, USA, with the Presby- 
terian church in the US (Southern). If 
the Southern and “Northern” Presby- 
terian churches merge, Southern Pres- 
byterian opponents of union may form 
a schismatic group. 


RCA and UP Merger Coming 


Meanwhile, with merger of the Con- 
gregational Christian churches and the 
Evangelical and Reformed church about 
to be accomplished, proponents of 
church union are focusing attention on 
a proposed merger of the Reformed 
Church in America and the United Pres- 
byterian church. 

A revised master plan for merging the 
two churches was accepted recently in 
Kalamazoo, Mich., at a meeting of the 
church union committees of both de- 
nominations. 

At the national assemblies of the 




















Brotherhood Week: Feb. 20-27 


two churches, to be held simultaneously 
at Buck Hill Falls, Pa., May 20-25, 
delegates will decide whether the plan 
is satisfactory for merger purposes. If 
an affirmative decision is reached, the 
plan will be submitted to local classes 
(groups of Reformed churches in par- 
ticular areas) and Presbyteries for ap- 
proval. 


Different Backgrounds 


This merger, if completed, will be the 
first in the United States involving a 
church with its roots on the continent 
of Europe and one founded in the 
British Isles. 

The United Presbyterian denomina- 
tion came to the United States by way 
of John Knox and Scotland. The Re- 
formed church originates in the Nether- 
lands where it was inspired by John 
Calvin. 

Should the merger be approved, the 
resulting denomination would be known 
as the United Presbyterian Reformed 
church. Both denominations have mem- 
berships of approximately 200,000.— 
(RNS Feature.) 


Homrighausen, in Austin Lectures, 
Calls for New Educational Programs 

The church’s educational procedure 
needs a general overhauling. Elmer G. 
Homrighausen, of Princeton Seminary, 
said in his concluding lecture at the 


mid-winter series at Austin (Texas) 
Seminary. 
Religious edu- 


cation methods 
employed by 
churches, he said, 
“are sloppy and 
fragmentary in 
comparison with 
those used in pub- 
lic schools.’’ Sub- 
Homrighausen stantial textbooks 
are needed and courses should be kept 
as uniform as possible, he insisted. 
“We need to unify our educational 
work with better brains behind it, and 
to codify all the church’s educational 
activities instead of permitting them to 
continue in their present status of dis- 
organization,’’ Homrighausen said. 
Directors of religious education, he 
recommended, should be ordained and 
given official status in the life of the 
church. Their training should be given 
in theological seminaries along with 





ministerial students. 

“Christians must see to it that ade- 
quate training for marriage and home- 
making is provided the youth of 
America,” he said. ‘We are doing very 
little for the sex education of our youth. 
We much preach, incidentally, about the 
importance of this wonderful endow- 
ment God has given men and women. 

“Teachers must handle the problem 
of sex, and homes must be helped to 
handle the subject about which the Bible 
is so realistic,’ he said. 

This year’s lecture series began in the 
midst of Austin’s lowest temperature— 
two degrees below zero—and heaviest 
snow—more than six inches—but by the 
next day bright sunshine had warmed up 
the state and each meeting attracted a 
full héuse. 

Ernest F. Deutsch, Bay City, Texas, 
pastor, is the seminary alumni presi- 
dent for the year, with W. Jack Lewis, 
Austin, vice-president; R. W. Jab- 
lonowski, Edinburg, secretary, and 
Harvard A. Anderson, treasurer. 


Hits UMT Legislation 


A blow at Universal Military Train- 
ing is struck by Walter L. Lingle, presi- 
dent emeritus of Davidson College, in 
the current issue of the Christian Ob- 
server. In view of President Truman’s 
request to the Congress for such legis- 
lation, Dr. Lingle says, ‘“‘The President 
and the Congress certainly have no man- 
date from the people to push through a 
bill like this. It was not an issue in 
the campaign.” 

Reasons why such legislation would 
be bad, in Dr. Lingle’s judgment, are: 
(1) Universal Military Training does not 
prepare young men for their life work; 
(2) Army life is not a wholesome ex- 
perience for a boy of 18 when he is still 
in the formative period of life; (3) 
Such training is not a guarantee of 


peace; {4) Its tremendous cost cannot 
be justified; (5) It does not make for 
democracy; (6) Such a law, if passed, 


would never be repealed; (7) The way 
advocated by Jesus is more realistic. 


RADIO 


Pastor of the First church, Nashville, 
Tenn., will be the fourth speaker in the 
current radio series 
on the Presbyterian 
Hour. Walter R. 
Courtenay will speak 
on “Decision for 
Christ as Lord of the 
Home.”’ This program 
will be heard over @ 
69-station network 
on Sunday morning, 
February 27, at 8:30 
A. M. (EST), 7:30 
Before coming into the U.., 8. 








(CST). 
church several years ago, Dr. Courtenay 
was pastor of the USA church in Nee- 
nah, Wis. 

On the following Sunday, this series 
will be carried on by Wm. H. McCorkle, 
Westminster church, St. Louis. 
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@ Devotion to the past will not be enough to enable the 


Christian forces today to mect the challenges of this hour 


A Layman Looks at His Church 


great religions that beginning with 

a simple, vital faith—a faith that 
relates man to his Creator, and then pro- 
duces in man a new way of life—their 
leaders first develop an elaborate form 
of worship and a priestly hierarchy, then 
a form of government and a machinery 
for preserving the tradition. Finally, 
there comes a time when the adherents 
of that religion seem to have substituted 
for the simple faith of their spiritual 
fathers a sort of social acceptance of a 
formalized ritual. When that time 
comes, that religion has lost its power to 
change the lives of men. 

During recent months, while serving 
as chairman of a presbytery’s committee 
and as commissioner to the General As- 
sembly, I have been profoundly dis- 
turbed by opinions and attitudes en- 
countered in certain sections of our 
church—opinions and attitudes  ex- 
pressed without either humility or char- 
ity. It has seemed to me that some of 
the things that have troubled me have 
risen out of the fact that in part our 
church has lost thé burden and vision 
of God, and has fallen into the worship 
of her own past. I have no desire to 
set myself in judgment against the 
church, or against any individual, and 
if I shall mention names, it is not be- 
cause I would hold them responsible 
more than myself or others, but simply 
because it is necessary to make my 
meaning clear. Any failure of my 
church is my failure too; and, if others 
have done things that trouble me, it may 
be because I have failed to do anything, 
or have done the wrong thing. How- 
ever, I am concerned about three areas 
where, it)seems to me, all of us need to 
re-examine our thinking. 


r. SEEMS to be the history of all 


Interpreting the Bible 


The first of these areas is that of the 
interpretation of Scripture. It is my 
firm conviction that our Bible was in- 
spired of God, but I do not believe that 
man’s understanding of Scripture, or his 
ability to find new truths in it was ex- 
hausted with Calvin, or even with Dab- 
Ney and Thornwell. I believe with the 
Psalmist that ‘‘the heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the firmament show- 
eth his handiwork,” and I believe with 
Paul that ‘“‘the invisible things of him 
from the creation of the world are 
clearly seen, being understood through 





*Elder, First church, Charlottesville, 
Va.Va. Mr. Lancaster is a member of 
a distinguished family of the Southern 
Presbyterian church. He is on the staff 
of the Bureau of Population and Eco- 
nomic Research of the University of Vir- 
ginia. This address was given by him 
as moderator of West Hanover Presby- 
tery. 
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the things that are made.” Therefore I 
believe that every advancing frontier of 
knowledge leads us nearer to a perfect 
understanding of God and of his Scrip- 
tures. From Copernicus and Galileo, 
down through Newton and Darwin, to 
Rutherford and Einstein, every scientist 
who has helped us to understand more 
of our world and of ourselves, has also 
enabled us to comprehend a little bet- 
ter the glory and the greatness of our 
God. I do not believe that any man 
has ever had a perfect understanding 
of the riches of Scripture; just as I 
do not believe that any man has 
achieved final knowledge in any of the 
physical sciences; but, I do believe that 
every advance in either field sheds new 
light on the other, and that God in- 
tended that men should grow in knowl- 
edge in proportion as they struggled to 
learn, and that at a time of his own 
choosing he will perfect their knowl- 
edge. Because I believe this, I can 
say with Paul, ‘““Now my knowledge is 
imperfect, but then I shall know as fully 
as God knows me.’’ 

Since I believe these things, it dis- 
turbs me, just as it disturbs a number 
of young people and some who are not 
so young, to realize that some of the 
most vocal leaders of our church are 
increasingly insistent on an interpreta- 
tion of Scripture that has remained 
static since the Westminster Conven- 
tion. These men pay lip service to the 
memory of Luther and Calvin, but if 
Calvin and Luther had worshipped tra- 
dition as they do there would be no 
Protestant church. The church might 
well borrow something of the humility 
of the true scientist and say, ‘‘Today 
God has opened his mysteries to me thus 
far; by faith and through his grace I 
may be able to take another step to- 
morrow—a step that will not only throw 
new light ahead, but one that may en- 
able me to correct my errors of yes- 
terday.”’ In saying this it is not errors 
in God’s record that I fear, but the 
errors of the reader who is just learning 
to read. 





The Past and Social Attitudes 


Another area of thought in which it 
seems to me that large segments of our 
church are wedded to a traditional at- 
titude is in the social interpretation of 
Christian teaching. I do not believe 
that Jesus ever taught his followers to 
seek the reform of men or of institu- 
tions through revolution, or through the 
forces of law or of arms. In the ac- 
count of his temptation we are told that 
he refused to use his divine power to 


satisfy his physical hunger. [ believe 
that in so doing he symbolically refused 
to use that same power to satisfy his 
hunger for the spiritual allegiance of 
men. At least a part of the divine 
image stamped upon man by his Creator 
is his freedom of choice. To compel 
men by force of law, or of divine power, 
to obey his will was no part of God’s 
plan, nor of the teaching of Jesus. But 
nevertheless the teachings of Jesus have 
exerted the most revolutionary force in 
all recorded history. Because faith in 
him changed men into new creatures, 
wherever his followers as _ individual 
men and women have surrendered their 
lives to his direction, his teachings have 
overthrown governments and remade so- 
cial institutions. 

As I read it, my Bible teaches me that 
as a Christian I cannot be a party to 
social and economic injustice; and while 
it tells me that I must be law abiding, 
it does not tell me that I must support 
and defend unjust laws when they are 
attacked, or that I must defend insti- 
tutions that are evil, 


Good Men Justified Slavery 


In 1861 the first General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in the Confed- 
erate States issued a statement entitled, 
“Address to All Churches Throughout 
the World.” The following excerpt 
from that document is taken from Alex- 
der’s Digest of the General Assembly: 


“One (consideration) is that while 
the existence of slavery may, in its civil 
aspects be regarded as a settled issue 
now gone, yet the lawfulness of the re- 
lation as a question of social morality; 
and of spiritual truth has lost nothing 
of its importance. When we solemnly 
declare to you, brethren, that the dogma 
which asserts the inherent sinfulness of 
this relation is unscriptural and fanacti- 
cal; that it is condemned not only by 
the word of God, but by the voice of the 
church in all ages; that it is one of the 
most pernicious heresies of modern 
times; that its countenance by any 
church is a just cause of separation from 
it, we have surely said enough to warn 
you from this insidious error, as from a 
fatal shore.” 


That General Assembly was, in part, 
justifying its separation from the church 
we have come to call the Northern 
Church on the grounds of the heresy of 
segments of that church in asserting the 
dogma that slavery was inherently sin- 
ful. I do not believe that anyone in 
the church today believes that slavery 
is morally defensible, nor am [ trying 
to imply that the men of that Assembly 
were not honest and faithful men. But 
their thinking was inevitably influenced 
by the time and place of their lives, just 
as your thinking and mine is represen- 
tative of our own day and times. These 








men found no specific statement in their 
Bibles against slavery, but, on the other 
hand, they found there plenty of evi- 
dence of its existence from the day 
of Abraham to the time of Philemon. 
They therefore argued that slavery was 
scriptural. On exactly the same basis 
we might argue that polygamy and the 
system of concubinage that gave Solo- 
mon his household of 700 wives and 300 
concubines is scriptural; for the very 
fact that Paul said that elders and dea- 
cons should be husbands of one wife im- 
plied that multiple marriage was com- 
mon in the early Christian church. 

The attitude today of large parts of 
our church to the Negro is still the atti- 
tude of master to slave, but as I read my 
Bible, the teaching of Jesus seems plain: 
in his church there is no bond nor free; 
no barbarian, nor Greek; no gentile, nor 
Jew; rather we are all creatures of the 
same Creator; all one in Christ; all sons 
of the same Father; all co-heirs of the 
same Elder Brother. 

This Christian attitude is not an easy 
attitude for me to take. [I grew up in 
Mississippi where the idea of white su- 
periority was a part of the atmosphere 
I breathed. I think I know from first- 
hand experience what racial antagonism 
means, and [I am not now condemning 
men for attitudes that are part and par- 
cel of their heritage. But I am very 
much disturbed by this attitude in our 
church which says in effect: ‘‘We 
are willing for you to be a Christian on 
an inferior level; but because your skin 
is black you must sit far down out of 
sight in the councils of the church, in 
the Lord’s house, and at his table.” 
I am perfectly sure that we can main- 
tain a segregated Presbyterian church, 
but if we do, I am beginning to wonder 
if we have a right to call it a Chris- 
tian church. 


Aims of FEPC 


The attitude of segments of our 
church to economic problems of our so- 
cial order has also disturbed me. When 
the law known as the Fair Employment 
Practices Code was proposed in Con- 
gress, it was not an attempt by some 
Christian church or churches to impose 
Christian standards of behavior on em- 
ployers of labor. It was an act proposed 
by a political party. Perhaps the mo- 
tives of the sponsors were not pure— 
perhaps the law was not perfect, but 
what should be my attitude to such a 
law as a follower of the Christ who said, 
“As ye would that men should do unto 
you, do ye also unto them”? He didn’t 
say “unto white Protestants”; simply 
“unto men.” Can I as a Christian feel 
injured merely because a man-made law 
enjoins me to do what a higher duty 
has already obligated me to do? I am 
disturbed because segments of my 
church are spending large sums of 
money to attack the Federal Council of 
Churches because one of its leaders said 
he thought the aims of this and similar 


laws were Christian and deserved the 
support of Christian men and women. 


Self-Appointed Censors 


The third area of thought is closely 
akin to the first, and because any dis- 
cussion of this must seem to involve 
personalities I am reluctant to speak. 
But because I feel that what I want to 
say needs to be said openly, I shall say 
it. The appearance of such cliques 
within the church as the self-appointed 
group that styles itself ‘‘the Continu- 
ing Church Committee” disturbs me 
deeply. I do not know how large this 
particular group is, and I have never 
known the names of more than three of 
its members. [I sat in the General As- 
sembly last spring and heard Dr. L. Nel- 
son Bell at the conclusion of the vote 
on the matter of reunion when he said: 
“During the past few years there has 
met at Montreat what has been called 
for want of a better name the Con- 
tinuing Church Committee. [ think I 
can speak for the members of that com- 
mittee when I say that during the next 
five years we will not meet.’”’ That an- 
nouncement was met by something very 
like a cheer from the Assembly, but re- 
cently there came to my hand a copy of 
the Southern Presbyterian Journal 
which carried a long statement from this 
committee signed by Mr. Richardson 
Ayers as chairman, and by Dr. H. B. 
Dendy as secretary. This statement ex- 
plained that opposition to reunion was 
but one of the purposes for which the 
committee was formed, and that the 
committee would continue its work. 

I am not now questioning the validity 
of the purposes that move these men. 
The fact, however, that a self-appointed 
group should set itself up as the censor 
of the doctrinal purity of the churth 
not only disturbs me, but alarms me as 
well. And I am even more concerned 
when I realize that someone has financed 
the mailing of a publication edited by 
one of these men to me, and to numbers 
of other ruling elders, for considerable 
periods of time. 

If the theological seminaries of our 
church are lax in their doctrinal teach- 
ing, and if our ministers are not preach- 
ing a sound doctrine, surely these things 
are the proper concern of our presby- 
teries, synods, and the General Assem- 
bly. I am disturbed and alarmed, I 
say, by an attitude that seeks to turn 
the energies of the church away from 
evangelism and Christian service to the 
unprofitable business of heresy hunting. 


Jesus Faced These Charges 


Jesus himself was accused of heresy 
and of blasphemy by the two most in- 
fluential parties of the Jewish church: 
by the Pharisees who in their champion- 
ship of the doctrines of foreordination 
and free will were the doctrinal ances- 
tors of all Calvinists; »nd by the Sad- 
ducees who in their insistence on the 
literal interpretation of Scripture, to 





this degree, were the spiritual forefa- 
thers of Fundamentalists everywhere. 
Yet as we look back today on the record 
of their accusations against our Lord, 
we see plainly that these men were mis- 
interpreting the very law and@ prophecy 
on which they based their accusations, 
But we have an advantage over them be- 
cause standing where we do in history 
we can see their Scriptures in the light 
of the revelation of Jesus Christ, while 
they could not. Stephen, the first mar- 
tyr of the Christian church, told these 
same men that they were repeating the 
ancient errors of their forefathers who 
had persecuted God’s prophets down 
through the ages, but it was Jesus him- 
self who uttered against the legalistic 
tradition of these men the most scathing 
denunciation I have ever read anywhere. 
When one of these same men, a Phari- 
see, came to Jesus by night Jesus told 
him that he must be born again. When 
he asked how this could be, our Lord 
compressed the Christian gospel into ten 
brief verses recorded for us in that third 
chapter of John’s gospel. And we be- 
lieve, although we know not when, nor 
where, nor how, that Nicodemus was 
born again. Later there was another 
Pharisee who went down from Jerusa- 
lem to Damascus one day, literally on 
fire with the zealot’s desire to punish 
heresy. On that journey this man came 
face to face with the risen Christ, and 
there Saul was re-boru as Paul. It 
seems to me that sections of our church 
today are moving down the Damascus 
road in like mood to Saul’s. If they are, 
God grant that they ton may meet the 
risen Christ upon their journey. 


A Need of All 


In conclusion, let me say that perhaps 
all of us as individuals need to make 
a sort of spiritual pilgrimage along a 
pathway blazed by Peter. Perhaps we 
need once again to make confession of 
our Lord, and to say with Peter, “Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the Living 
God’”’; to re-live with Peter those mo- 
ments when our faith was weak and 
we would have sunk beneath our doubts 
save for Jesus’ hand. Perhaps we- need 
to feel again the abject fear that fell 
upon us when the storms of life beat 
over us, and to know the serene peace 
that came when his voice had quelled 
the storm; or, once again to feel angry 
and hurt in pride at the suggestion that 
our love and courage could ever fail 
him, and then to know the utter hu- 
miliation that came to Peter when, like 
him, we hear the cock crow and realize 
how our lives have denied him. Perhaps 
we need once more to experience the 
thrill of renewed faith and hope when 
with Peter we enter the empty tomb; 
and then, as we stand with Peter, bowed 
in humility before our risen Lord, we 
confess our love, and listen to that ten- 
der voice say, ‘“‘Feed my sheep.”’ Per- 
haps we too may be re-born to lives 
of deeper, purer service. 
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Five Fellowships Awarded to 
Columbia Seminary Students 


Five fellowship awards this year at 
Columbia Seminary go to veterans of 
the recent war. These awards will pro- 
vide a year of postgraduate study at 
some approved university or seminary 
in this country or abroad. 

Men who receive these fellowships, 
as announced by President J. McDowell 
Richards, are: Edward Armstrong 
Jussely, Hattiesburg, Miss., the Anna 
Church Whitner Fellowship; Albert 
Norman Wells, Pensacola, Fla., and 
George Hoffman Smith, Atlanta, Ga., 
Alumni Fellowships; Charles Thomas 
McKee, Bibanga, Africa, and Jesse W. 
Cooke, Jr., Gastonia, N. C., the Fannie 
Jordan Bryan Fellowships. 

Jussely is a graduate of Maryville 
College. He has completed his work 
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and is now pastor of the Waynesboro, 
Miss., group of churches. His year of 
special study will be taken later. Wells 
holds a degree from Auburn. He will 
study at Columbia next year, following 
which he expects to take further work in 
Scotland. 

Smith is a graduate of the University 
of Florida and is now serving as pastor 
of the Ebenezer church, Hogansville, 
Ga., where he will continue through 
the coming year. McKee is the son 
of a missionary family in the Congo 
and he himself expects to return as a 
missionary to Africa next summer. He 
expects to take his fellowship year of 
study on his first furlough—five years 
from now. 

Cooke graduate at the University of 
Miami. He is now supply pastor at 
Stockbridge, Ga., where he will become 
pastor upon his graduation in May. 


USA to Orthodox to USA 


When Edwin H. Rian accepted the 
vice-presidency of Trinity University in 
San Antonio this past year, some did not 
realize at first that he was the same Dr. 
Rian who had resigned as president of 
the board of trustees of the Westmin- 
ster Theological Seminary of the Ortho- 
dox Presbyterian Church to return to 
the fold of the Presbyterian Church, 
USA. Many knew how well he had set 
the stage and carried through on the 
plans for the inauguration of the new 
president of Park College of Parkville, 
Mo. Some knew and some did not 
know that he was a graduate of the 
University of Minnesota and of Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary, and had done 
graduate work at Princeton University, 
the University of Berlin, and Marburg 
University. 

Ordained to the ministry by the Pres- 
byterian Church, USA, in 1927, Edwin 
Rian was one of the founders of the 
Westminster Theological Seminary in 
Philadelphia. He served this seminary 
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, 
both as secretary and later as president 
of its board of trustees, from 1931-1944. 
During most of those same years, he was 
the president of the board of trustees 
and a member of the editorial council 
of the magazine, The Guardian. Among 
his other activities during the years of 
his association with the Orthodox Pres- 
byterian Church, he was a frequent lec- 
turer in schools, colleges, and confer- 
ences throughout the nation, and was 
establishing his reputation as a thinker 
and writer of exceptional ability. 

Since his return to the USA Church, 
Dr. Rian has become even more of a 
national figure. His lectures on ‘‘The 
Contemporary Crisis in Education” at 
the Princeton Institute of Theology last 
summer were part of the preparation for 
a new book to be published next fall on 
“The Plight of Protestant Education.” 
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Now located within the bounds of 
both the US and the USA Assemblies, 
this preacher of power and gifted educa- 
tor is becoming a familiar personality to 
Presbyterians of the great Southwest. 
His orthodoxy is as strong as it ever was 
and would be acceptable to the most con- 
servative Southern Presbyterian. His 
longing for a Protestant philosophy of 
Christian education is shared by many, 
as is his conviction that every member 
of the faculty of a Christian college 
should be a devout and active evangeli- 
cal Christian. Presbyterians the nation 
over would do well to keep their eyes 
on and to read after Edwin Rian. 





Presbyterian Junior College 


Standard two-year college courses 
leading to A. A. or A. S. degree. Pre- 
paratory courses for tenth, eleventh, 
and twelfth grades. Business Admin- 
istration. One and two year commer- 
cial courses. Flying, Athletics. 
Thorough Instruction. Personal At- 
tention. Summer School, 
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Saving is as important as a steady 
income. Emergencies are bound to 
occur—and then is when a backlog 
of savings can tide you over. Regu- 
lar deposits will furnish that. Open 
your account at once—at any office. 


FIRST AND MERCHANTS 
National Bank of Richmond 


Capital and Surplus Six Million Dollars 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
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Exile and 
Restoration 


THE JAMES SPRUNT LECTURES 
for 1948-1949 
by 
WILLIAM FOXWELL ALBRIGHT 


FEBRUARY 27-MARCH 4 


Auxiliary Lecturers 
BELA VASADY, 
DOUGLAS V. STEERE 


Schedule 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 27 
8 P. M. “The Fall of Judah and 
the Babylonian Captivity” 
(illustrated ) 
Dr. Albright 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 28 
8 P. M. “Jeremiah’s Call to His 
People” 
Dr. Albright 


TUESDAY, MARCH 1 

10 A. M. “The Prophetic Visions of 
Ezekiel”’ 
Dr. Albright 

11 A. M. “Beyond Pessimism and 
Optimism”’ 
Dr. Vasady 

8 P. M. “Beyond Quietism and Ac- 

tivism”’ 
Dr. Vasady 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2 
10 A. M. “The Restoration of 
Judah” (Illustrated) 
Dr. Albright 
“Beyond Nationalism and 
Internationalism” 
Dr. Vasady 
“Beyond Denominational- 
ism and Interdenomina- 
tionalism”’ 
Dr. Vasady 


11 A. M. 


$ P. M. 


THURSDAY, MARCH 3 

10 A. M. “The Mission of Nehe- 
miah”’ 
Dr. Albright 

11 A. M. To be announced 
Dr. Steere 

8 P. M. To be announced 
Dr. Steere 


FRIDAY, MARCH 4 
10 A. M. “Ezra Reorganizes Relig- 
ious Life” 
Dr. Albright 
M. To be announced 
Dr. Steere 


11 A. 


Annual Alumni Luncheon 
Thursday, March 3, 1:15 P. M. 


UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
RICHMOND, VA. 
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EDITORIAL 


Long Pastorates 


The letter which we carry on page 
two merits earnest consideration—and 
prayer. The problem which it discusses 
is no easy one to solve. It is highly 
complex. Long pastorates, which all too 
often enervate the spiritual resources of 
a congregation, have to be considered 
from several angles, because any power 
to do something about such cases re- 
quires that ministers and churches for- 
feit some of their vaunted freedom. Yet, 
when a minister cannot get another call 
and a church cannot have its present 
pastoral relationship dissolved, the 
amount of our so-called freedom which 
we now exercise is questionable. 

Doubtless our readers will contribute 
several highly profitable discussions of 
this situation, within brief compass, we 
must insist. 








Race and Realism 


In the editorial from the Jackson, 
Miss., Daily News which appears in an 
adjoining column, we can see at work 
the mind of a realist. Seldom are we 
willing to be realistic about these 


various matters of race or our tra- 
ditional customs. We much prefer to 
hide our thoughts’ behind cliches, 
smooth-worn proverbs, or socially ac- 
cepted prejudices. But the Jackson edi- 
tor says it is time to be done with all 
this and to recognize a few facts. His 
editorial, while lacking some of the feel- 
ing for the Displaced Persons which our 
Christian sympathies must provide, 
points to several practical, attainable 
next steps which all right-minded people 
of the South will support. 


Wise Selections 


Two additions to the church’s official 
family reported in last week’s news 
columns will be applauded. As James 
M. Carr goes from his post as regional 
director of religious education for Ap- 
palachia Synod to direct town and 
country church work for the home mis- 
sions committee, everybody who knows 
him will feel that his selection was wise. 
Dr. Carr will give vigorous and able 
leadership to this important phase of 
the church’s program. 

Bernard MclIlhany, with good ex- 
perience in pastorates, in student work, 
in presbytery and synod leadership, in 
addition to his earlier opportunities in 
business, will be a strong addition to 
the staff of Christian Education and 
Ministerial Relief. For Dr. MclIlhany 
and for Dr. Carr, the church will wish 
the most fruitful and inspiring service. 


GUEST EDITORS 





Must Give Negroes a Square Deal 


Governor Fielding Wright is quoted 
as saying that he favors the importa- 
tion of displaced European workers who 
will fit well into our industrial and agri- 
cultural life—people to replace Negroes 
migrating Northward. 

The Governor’s proposal is dubious. 
He ought to do some clearer thinking 
through on the subject. 

Instead of planning for importation 
of European labor it would be much 
better for our industrial and agricul- 
tural leaders to put on their thinking 
caps and see if better living and work- 
ing conditions cannot be provided for 
Negro labor being tempted to move to 
industrial centers in Northern and East- 
ern states. 


Meaning specifically that our Negroes, 
who are more efficient in nearly all re- 
spects than any displaced persons we 
are likely to get from Europe, should 
be provided with better schools, homes 
and living conditions. 

We must frankly admit among our- 
selves that we are not giving the Negro 
a square deal in these and some re- 
spects. 

We know, as a matter of cold truth, 
that Negroes generally speaking, are 
better adapted to work on our farms and 
in our factories than are the homeless 
and poverty-stricken persons in Europe 





who cannot speak our language and do 
not understand our ways. 

Let’s be perfectly fair about it. 

Our Negroes have been migrating to 
Northern industrial centers in erder to 
better their own conditions—something 
all human beings have a right to do. 

If we are losing this class of wealth 
producers—and the Negroes really are 
our chief wealth producers—it is our 
own fault. We should have been ac- 
cording them better treatment in the 
way of better wages, better schools and 
better living conditions. 

It is not too late to stop the migra- 
tory movement. 

Negroes, generally speaking, prefer 
to live in the South. They like our 
genial and kindly climate. They get 
along more amicably with the Southern 
white people than they do with Northern 
folks. 

Let’s be truthful among ourselves. 

We need our Negro citizens. 

We should do all within our power 
that is reasonable to keep them among 
us. 

We should not seek to keep them 
subservient. 

We should give them a fair chance to 
better conditions for themselves and 
their families. 

In our industrial centers we should 
see to it that they have parks and play- 
grounds, swimming pools and recre- 
ational centers, just as we provide for 
white folks. 

We should see that they get better 
hospital and medical care. 

No matter how badly they may be 
needed to till our crops and work in our 
factories and various other forms of 
employment, many thousands of the 
Negroes who have left Mississippi for 
points above the Mason and Dixon line 
are not coming back to their home state 
unless forced to do so by an era of de- 
pression and unemployment. That 
heavy economic loss we have suffered 
is permanent. 

Therefore, we should be doing our 
best to keep what we have left; we 
should strive to make the Negroes who 
work for us more contented with their 
surroundings, pay them wages com- 
mensurate with the work they perform, 
and strive in every way possible to cul- 
tivate more friendly relations between 
our races, 


Instead of worrying about displaced 
persons in Europe we ought to be doing 
a lot more worrying about our indus- 
trial and economic conditions here at 
home, with especial reference to racial 
problems that we must face squarely 
and courageously and deal fairly with 
those who earn their livings in the 
sweat of their faces and who are the 
chief producers of our material wealth. 

Mississippi has urgent need of her 
citizenry, both white and colored. We 
should hold fast to what we have rather 
than seek the migration of aliens whom 
we do not understand, and who may 
never learn to understand our people 
and their way of living.—Jackson 
(Miss.) DAILY NEWS. (See also p. 10.) 
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“I Had Rather Be Right Than Reverend” 


Some Neglected Areas in Ecclesiastical Nomenclature 


By KENNETH 


J. FOREMAN 





“You must not let people call you 
‘Rabbi,’ for you have only one Teacher, 
and you are all brothers.’—Matthew 
23:8. 


The Most Reverend Chairman, 
Committee on Hierarchical Nomencla- 
ture, 
Church of All (or Some) Saints, 
Megalopolis, U. §. A. 


MOST REVEREND SIR: 


Being assured of your interest in 
greater precision in ecclesiastical termi- 
nology, I am presuming to write you 
briefly to indicate how we manage these 
things in the Presbyopian Church of 
South Utopia. We note that in your 
usage, beyond the customary Reverend 
of the lower clergy, and the D. D. to 
which the passage of time entitles all 
Reverends who function in urban areas 
above 12,000 population, you designate 
only the three distinctions of Very Rev- 
erend, Right Reverend and Most Rev- 
erend. While not presuming in any way 
to criticize your system, we deem it 
only right to suggest to you that there 
are further hierarchical distinctions 
which in the interest of accuracy it has 
seemed advisable in our church to dis- 
tinguish by proper titles. 

Why (we have profitably asked our- 
selves) only Right Reverends? Shall 
we make no provision for Wrong Rev- 
erends? Possibly your church is blessed 
above ours; but in the Presbyopian con- 
nection we do have Reverends who are 
almost invariably on the wrong side of 
every question. Such notable persis- 
tence should receive recognition. 

Furthermore, while some Reverends 
are Right, some are so far in the other 
direction that they can only be called 
Left Reverends. These will be found 
out-lefting the Leftists, and eagerly sup- 
porting any measure that promises more 
radical and immediate readjustments of 
society than can be promised even by 
the most radical politicians. True, there 
have been some discussions among the 
lower clergy whether this nuncupation 
may not be ambiguous. For in the dis- 
tribution of ecclesiastical honors, some 
perhaps deserving men may be over- 
looked. When the Right Reverends and 
the D. D.’s for the year have been an- 
nounced by our Committee, there are, 
regrettably, not infrequently clergy of 
whose personal character and capacities 
there can be no question, who by reason 
of residence either in the more sparsely 
settled or the more congested areas of 
our country are not in charge of con- 
gregations whose prestige requires ec- 
clesiastical distinction for the incum- 
bent, and who therefore are always 
Left. Should we not (the inquiry has 
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been raised) distinguish between Left 
Reverends who are left-of-center, and 
those who are left out? Our committee 
feels that they are both politically left; 
but perhaps you, sir, can cast some light 
cn this problem. 


In connection with the title, Very 
Reverend, we have adopted another and 
much needed one: Not Very Reverend. 
While our Presbyopic clergy are gen- 
erally drawn from the most respectable 
classes, and thus instinctively refrain 
from actions which might render them 
conspicuous, it does sometimes occur 
that one or more will, here and there, 
possibly from the pardonable motive of 
attracting the masses, yield to the temp- 
tation to actions and methods which are 
infra dignitatem, even going so far as 
to join civic clubs and permit them- 
selves to be called by their given names, 
or engaging in sports (such as softball) 
unbecoming to the cloth. Such clergy 
have even been heard to cast aspersions 
on the title ‘“‘Reverend,” and can thus 
surely be appropriately designated only 
by the title, Not Very Reverend. 


We have also officially recognized the 
Occasionally Reverend, the clergyman 
whose demeanor on the Sabbath, inside 
a pulpit gown, is in marked contrast 
to his behavior, let us say, on the golf 
links or on a _ piscatorial expedition. 
Alert, too, to the finer distinctions, as 
a Committee of our responsibilities must 
ever be, we have conferred the title of 
Somewhat Reverend and Barely Rev- 
erend to those whose bearing and 
achievements merit such distinctions. 
We have also originated the title Almost 
Reverend, or more correctly have in 
conferring this title recognized an un- 
deniable situation. We have numbers 
of candidates for Orders, who are in 
actual charge of parishes, and whose 
parishioners, out of the uninformed 
enthusiasm of their hearts, call the 


locum tenens Reverend. Realizing that 
this custom is a premature encroach- 
ment on subsequent ecclesiastical pre- 
rogatives, and may even dull the grati- 
fication natural to the actual acquisi- 
tion of the title Reverend, we confer the 
title Almost Reverend, pending the con- 
firmation in the full rank. 


We have had some communications 
from the female element in our connec- 
tion, urging the consideration that the 
title of Almost Reverend might be more 
suitably borne by those women, found 
in not a few congregations, whose ac- 
tivities both secular and spiritual exceed 
those of the designated office-bearers, 
and who are indeed the actual, as the 
elergymen in charge are the titular, pas- 
tors of the flock. It is the judgment of 
our Committee, however, that the in- 
trusion of women into orders, even 
when designated by so innocuous an en- 
titlement as Almost Reverend, savors of 
modernism and is symptomatic of the 
restlessness of the age; and therefore 
we have hitherto resisted all attempts 
to lower the dignity traditionally at- 
taching to this title. 


It will interest you also, Most Rev- 
erend Sir, to learn that here in South 
Utopia there is a religious connection 
or sect, the Myopians, who have em- 
barked upon the radical experiment of 
abolishing all clerical titles and distinc- 
tions, and call their clergy only Brother. 
While sympathizing with the fraternal 
spirit which this evinces, and at times 
wishing it were possible in our more 
complex system to effectuate a similar 
reform, we have so far refrained from 
emulating their example, since this 
practice of the Myopians is confined to 
their clergy exclusively, as they do not 
recognize any church but their own. 
However, the Myopic and the Presbyopic 
never did see eye to eye. 

Yours in the interest of terminologi- 


cal exactitude, 
* 


Infallibly Right Reverend Archbishop 
of the Presbyopian Church of South 
Utopia. 


*Being one of the higher clergy, his 
signature is illegible. 
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ment of their affairs is both a 
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account today and make regular 
deposits—the secret of saving suc- 


cess. 
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CHURCH NEWS 
“Square Deal” Urged 





For Negroes of Miss. 
Mississippi News Letter 


Fred Sullens, editor of the Jackson 
Daily News, has attracted widespread 
attention with his recent editorial chal- 
lenge to “Give Negroes Square 
Deal.”” On the last day of January he 
earried a front-page double-column edi- 
torial in black face type insisting on 
this matter. Criticizing the Governor 
for advocating replacing migrating 
Negroes with displaced Europeans, Sul- 
lens called for “clearer thinking on the 
subject.’’ What is really needed, he said, 
is to stop keeping Negroes ‘“subser- 
vient’; to give them ‘a fair chance to 
better conditions for themselves and 
their families”; to ‘“‘see to it that they 
have parks and playgrounds, swimming 
pools and recreational centers, just 
as we provide for white folks.” 
Moreover, he said, ‘‘they must be pro- 
vided better hospital and medical care.”’ 
It is too late to stop the migratory move- 
ment, he went on, but ‘“‘we should do 
all within our power that is reasonable 
to keep them among us. . . . If we have 
been losing this class of wealth pro- 
ducers it is our own fault. We should 
have been according them better treat- 
ment.” (See entire editorial, p. 8.) 


Asks for “Proper Steps” 
To Protect Civil Rights 

Next day the Jackson editor followed 
up his plea for a “‘square deal’’ by en- 
dorsing the proposal of Virginius Dab- 
ney, Richmond, Va., editor, who had re- 
cently been on a speaking engage- 
ment in Mississippi. Dabney had 
ealled for an organization of ‘‘repu- 
table and responsible Southern eciti- 
zens of both races” to take “proper 
steps’’ to (1) protect the civil rights 
of all colored citizens; (2) see that in- 
dustry gives colored people a square 
deal; and (3) establish equal educa- 
tional opportunties for Negro youth. 
Said Sullens: ‘‘There can be no dis- 
agreement among reasoning people with 
these proposals. . . We certainly do 
not need a Ku Klux Klan to deal with 
any phase of the Negro problem. . 
The South today is face to face with 
the fact that we must deal more fairly 
with the Negro. . . . It is our own task. 
We can do it better at home than it can 
be done in the halls of Congress. How- 
ever, it is not a matter that can be put 
aside or ameliorated with dilatory tac- 
tics. We should form a program and 
get busy immediately on the job of put- 





ting it into effect.’”” On the following 
day, Sullens said, editorially, that the 
fact that half of the 6,598 teachers in 
Mississippi’s Negro schools have never 
attended college “is the fault of the 
state, not of the Negroes. Our Negro 
teachers lack college educations be- 
cause of the lack of colleges where they 
can get that kind of education. Ifitisa 
case of the ‘blind leading the blind’ 
in many of our Negro schools, then it 
is the fault of the white people who 
make the laws and vote appropriations 
for educational purposes. The blame 
must be placed squarely on our own 
shoulders. It is another one of those 
very vital problems we must be doing 
something about—and losing no time 
in the doing, either.” 


Seminary Professor Urges 
Greater Protestant Unity 

Forty US, USA and Cumberland 
Presbyterian ministers recently heard 
Norman Hope, of Princeton Seminary, 
challenge them to make known among 
Protestant people the great issues of the 
Reformation. In a Presbyterian, USA- 
sponsored seminar at Shocco Springs, 
Ala., Hope said, ‘‘Had the Protestant 
church gotten together before the last 
election and informed the President that 
it was going to fight him on the issue 
of his special envoy to the Vatican, he 
would have listened.’”’ The Princeton 
professor said that ministers by and 
large have lost the sense of urgency 
in their preaching so that they are 
“used to aiming at nothing and hitting 
it hard.” 


Meridian City Officials 
Protest ‘‘Freethinker’s” Action 
Meridian’s city officials were recently 
aroused, after having been presented 
Bibles by the Lauderdale County Minis- 
ters’ Association at their inauguration. 
A few days later they received through 
the mails copies of “The Bible Un- 
masked,” by Joseph Lewis, of the Free- 
thinkers of America. In a letter accom- 
panying the books, Lewis branded the 
Bible ‘‘as a fraud which members of the 
ministerial profession are perpetrating 
upon the people of the world.”’ The city 
officials denounced this action with 
vigor and the local postmaster claimed 
that Lewis had violated postal regula- 
tions by enclosing his letter in the pack- 
age. Penalty for this, he said, is a 
$100 fine. 


Studies Urged to Meet 

Palmer Orphanage Needs 
Improvements at Palmer Orphanage 

are being sought by the synodical execu- 

tive board of the Women of the Church. 

These women are asking the synod to 

inquire into the financial status of the 
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. orphanage and to direct the joint com- 


mittee of the Synods of Mississippi and 
Louisiana to recommend to the trustees 
all possible improvements which these 
funds will allow. 


Jackson Has Plan to Censor 
Movies, Literature and Comics 

City officials of Jackson recently 
banned the showing of “‘Marijuana’’ and 
laid plans for regular censorship of 
movies, literature and comics. This 
movie had been banned in Laurel a week 
before. East Mississippi’s Christian 
Relations committee recently com- 
mended the ministers and Christian peo- 
ple of Houston and adjoining communi- 
ties for their efforts against legalizing 
the sale of beer in that county. 


Presbyterian Council Leads 
In Sustained Expansion Efforts 

Jackson Presbyterians are looking 
ahead. They have recently purchased 
12 lots and plan to organize a new 
Sunday school by March 31. This will 
be the fourth project of the Presby- 
terian council in three years. The Alta 
Woods church will be ready for occu- 
pancy by March 1. A. N. Moffett is 
the pastor. Presbyterians of this city 
have already spent $20,000 on Negro 
work, while East Mississippt Presbytery 
has opened a combined church and 
recreational program for Negroes in 
Okolona. A manse has been purchased 


there and a Negro minister, Joseph 
Rodgers, is already at work. 


Miscellany 

Governor Fielding Wright has agreed 
to appoint an interracial commission to 
study all phases of the Negro question, 
following the visit of a delegation of 
representative citizens. Gideons 
International met recently in Jackson 
to establish a statewide organization. 


Korea, who has been supply pastor of 
the West Point, Miss., church, is taking 
equipment for a radio station back to 
Korea with him. Presbyterians 
in Pritchard worship in a street car 
formerly used in Memphis. Reports 
say, ‘“‘Motorman (Tyrone) Williams 
preaches to his carful of passengers, 
though paying fare on this trolley is 
optional.” 
JOHN C. McQUEEN, JR. 


J. Kelly Unger, missionary to Meridian. 





A STARTLING STATEMENT BY A PRESBYTERIAN 


MINISTER AND W. C. T. U. OFFICIAL 
“Seoul, Korea, has almost doubled in population since August 15, 1945, 


and is now a city of 1,700,000. Among the displaced persons who flood this 
city with want and hunger the little girls from ten to sixteen are the most 
pitiful and the most subject to abuse, cold, hunger and every danger. His- 
torically, Korean girls are sent from home at an early age to become appren- 
tices. During the war this custom was diverted into the greatest system of 
evil procurement of preadolescent girls for soldiers and the lust of men the 
world has ever seen. And now many little girls have no family, the ‘‘master” 
sends the girls out to work on the streets to beg or sell cigarettes, moth balls, 
lumps of candy or any kind of stolen gods. Their home is the coldest corner, 
their food is the leavings from the family bowls, their clothes are seldom more 
than rags. Their earnings belong to the ‘‘masters.’’ They are unprotected 
from the brutality, the greed and passion of any evil person.’’ 

If the people of South Korea are going to feel that their new democracy 
is worth defending against the Reds in North Korea, conditions must be im- 
proved. Such girls can be ‘‘adopted’’ and placed in China’s Children Fund 
orphanages operated in South Korea. 

For information, write DR. J. CALVITT CLARKE 
CHINA’S CHILDREN’S FUND, INC. Richmond 4, Virginia 
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PICTURE OF THE MONTH* 


The Boy With 
Green Hair 


Movie-goers on the whole, say the 
wise men of the theatrical world, will 
stand for almost anything but a sermon. 
One of their cardinal precepts is that 
films, being primarily designed to pro- 
vide escape for jaded spirits, should not 
pretend to educate and inspire—and 
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most certainly not preach. Given half 
a chance, they will cite chapter and 
verse to prove that entertainment is en- 
tertainment and preachment is preach- 
ment, and never the twain can meet. 

We delight in calling their attention 
—and that of all seekers after film fare 
above the ordinary—to the job RKO 
has done with “The Boy With Green 
Hair.” For here is, in our opinion, the 
finest mixture of absorbing story and 
powerful preachment we have seen in 
many a day. And we predict that even 
the box-office, trusted barometer for 
the industry, will bear out our conten- 
tion that when you combine these 
allegedly incompatible elements artisti- 
eally and dramatically, you have not 
only a passable product but a great one. 
And one that people will crowd in to 
see. . 

The message so cogently packed into 
“The Boy With Green Hair” is twofold. 
First, it strikes a telling blow against 
war, dramatically emphasizing its in- 
calculable damage to people—especially 
children. And second, it pleads elo- 
quently for more tolerance and better 
understanding of those who differ from 
us in any particular. 

Told on the level of a child’s view- 
point, the picture unreels the story of 
a 12-year-old youngster (charmingly 
and convincingly played by young Dean 
Stockwell) who, learning for the first 
time that he is a war orphan, awakens 
the next morning to find his hair has 
turned green. Fantasy? Certainly. 
But it is made highly believable as well 
as poignantly symbolic. The skill of 
Director Joseph Losey sees to that. 

Jeered at and persecuted by his 
schoolmates, the boy runs from his 
shame until he confronts a group of 
battered war orphans who have come 
to life from a poster he had seen and 
they explain their responsibility for 
turning his hair green so that he might 
attract attention and thus be able to 
tell the curious that “war is bad and 
it must stop.” 

Despite its fantasy, the film is filled 
with the kind of human appeal always 
engendered by the depiction of every- 
day people and occurrences. Best of all 
is “Gramps” (Pat O’Brien) who has 
taken the boy in after the death of his 
parents and who gets off a stirring per- 
formance packed with teaching as well 
as tenderness. 

Technicolor is skillfully used to fur- 
ther the symbolism and unify the theme. 
There is no drinking, and, so far as we 
could discover, not a single jarring 
note. See it, and tell us if we’re wrong. 
FOR: A, Y, C. 


*Protestant Motion Picture Council. 


RECENTLY RECOMMENDED 


Joan of Arc, the Snake Pit, This 
Strange Land. 
Other Listings: Enchantment, The De- 
cision of Christopher Blake, Act of Vio- 
lence. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Standards for Citizenship in the 
Kingdom of God 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 27, 1949 
Matthew 5-7; Lesson Text, 5:1-12; 7: 24-26 


The clearest presentation of Jesus’ 
teaching regarding the Kingdom of God 
—what is required of those who enter 
the Kingdom and what blessings they 
may expect to enjoy—is found in Mat- 
thew 5-7, those familiar words that we 
refer to as the Sermon on the Mount. 

In the opening paragraph Jesus de- 
scribes the characteristics and blessings 
of those who are citizens of the King- 
dom. The keynote is struck in 5:3— 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs 
is the Kingdom of heaven.’’ The second 
paragraph describes the influence and 
obligation of the citizens of the King- 
dom, in the familiar figures: You are 
the salt of the earth. . . You are the 
light of the world. 

In the third section (5:17-48) Jesus 
describes the conduct or ‘“‘righteousness”’ 
expected of members of the Kingdom. 
The key verse is 5:17: ‘“‘Think not that 
I have come to abolish the law and the 
prophets; I have come not to abolish 
them but to fulfill them.” And these 
words are illustrated as he repeats over 
and over again: “You have heard that 
it was said. . . . But I say to you. . ‘ 
discusses the motive for their conduct 
or “righteousness.’”’ The key verse is 
6:1, “‘Beware of practicing your piety 
before men in order to be seen by them; 
for then you will have not reward from 
your Father who is in heaven.’”’ He then 
proceeds to apply this principle to the 
three most popular manifestations of 
piety of the day. 

In the fifth section (6:19-34) Jesus 
sets forth the place which this right- 
eousness of the Kingdom must hold in 
their lives. It must be placed above all 
worldly anxieties and all worldly am- 
bitions, The key verse is 6:33: ‘Seek 
first his kingdom and his righteousness, 
and all these things shall be yours as 
well.”’ 

In the sixth section (7:1-12) he gives 
three practical rules for obtaining of 
this righteousness of the Kingdom: 
Judge yourself before you seek to judge 
others, Do unto others what you would 
have them do unto you, and go to God 
in prayer, asking, seeking, knocking. 

Jesus concludes his great discourse 
with an invitation to enter the King- 
dom: “Enter by the narrow gate, for 
the gate is wide and the way is easy, 
that leads to destruction, and those who 
enter by it are many. For the gate is 
narrow and the way is hard that leads 
to life, and those who find it are few.”’ 

Our lesson text brings before us the 


beginning and the conclusion of the Ser- 
mon on the Mount. 


I. The Blessings of the Kingdom 


Jesus begins by speaking of the bless- 
edness of these who are members of the 
Kingdom. Blessed, blessed, blessed— 
Over and over he repeats the word, as 
though he would impress that thought 
first of all upon our minds. What does 
the word mean? Some translate, ‘‘to be 
congratulated,” Others prefer the word 
“happy.”’ But the word goes deeper 
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and describes a state of the soul that 
is far more enduring than happiness as 
we ordinarily understand it—an emo- 
tion which lives only on the surface and 
comes and goes as our temporary mood 
or changing circumstances may deter- 
mine. It means true, abiding happiness, 
full of the greatest possible happiness, 
possessing the highest felicity of the 
soul. After all no word is so adequate 
as the familiar word ‘‘blessed.”’ 

In using this word Jesus strikes an 
answering echo in the heart of us all. 
We all want happiness of this sort—the 
happiness that endures. The great ques- 
tion is, How may it be achieved? In 
the Beatitudes we have Jesus’ answer 
to the question—his recipe for true, 
abiding happiness, 


1. Depend on Inward Condition 


As we ponder his words it becomes 
plain that in Jesus’ estimation, true 
abiding happiness (i. e.,, blessedness) 
depends on inward condition rather than 
on outward circumstance, 

We are apt to think that happiness 
depends on the possession of material 
goods, but Jesus says, ‘“‘Blessed are the 
poor.” (see Lk. 6:20, 24.) 

We are apt to think that happiness 
depends on the absence of disappoint- 
ment and sorrow and pain, or upon the 
positive enjoyment of pleasure, but Je- 
sus says, “Blessed are those who 
mourn.”’ 


‘We are apt to think that happiness 
depends on the possession of friends or 
upon success or prestige in the estima- 
tion of the world, but Jesus says, 
“Blessed are you when men revile you 
and persecute you and utter all kinds of 
evil against you... .” 


“Blessed are you poor,” says Jesus. 

We are inclined to think that happi- 
ness depends on the possession of ma- 
terial goods—that we would be happy 
if we had a new car, a better home, a 
larger income. No doubt these things 
would bring us joy for awhile. They 
should, indeed. God wants us to enjoy 
the gifts of his bounty. But such things 
do not guarantee happiness. All of us 
have known men and women who have 
money and the good things that money 
can buy, all the things, indeed, for 
which the world seems to be striving 
with such feverish haste and anxiety— 
everything, save one, and that is happi- 
ness. As every great seer has pointed 
out, true, abiding happiness does not de- 


pend on the possession of material 
goods. 

But Jesus goes further. He says, 
“Blessed are those who mourn.” This 
does not mean that in Jesus’ view it is 
better to weep than it is to laugh. 
Neither does it mean that all those who 
mourn are blessed. There are many 
men and women in the world who are 
nursing old wounds and hugging old 
sorrows to their breasts and whose life 
will be embittered to the end. Jesus 
means that it is possible for a man 
who knows sorrow to be comforted; that 
no man is truly blessed unless he is able 
to meet sorrow, to overcome sorrow, and 
to find comfort and strength in the 
midst of his sorrow. He says, in ef- 
fect: In the world you are sure to meet 
with hardship, grief, and pain. Blessed 
are those who are comforted, who know 
the secret of peace, consolation, and for- 
titude. 

In the same way Jesus adds: ‘Blessed 
are you when men revile you and per- 
secute you. .”’ He does not mean 
that it is better to have enemies than 
friends. He does mean that true hap- 
piness does not depend on our friends 
and that it cannot be destroyed by our 
enemies. Most of us regard our friends 
as our dearest possession and we hope 
to carry them with us throughout life. 
But there are times when friends fail us 
and when those whom we have bene- 
fitted turn against us. There are times 
when a man must be willing to face 
criticism, unpopularity, persecution and 
even death. The man who is really 
blessed is the man who is able to meet 
unfriendliness, misunderstanding, ridi- 
cule, persecution, and, when necessary, 
death itself with untroubled spirit. 

Not only Jesus, but life itself indi- 
cates that true, abiding happiness is de- 
pendent on inward condition and not on 
outward circumstance. 

Some of those inward characteristics 
which guarantee true and abiding happi- 
ness are indicated in the Beatitudes. 

1, “Blessed are the poor in spirit.’ 
Many misunderstand this  beatitude. 
They think that the poor in spirit are 
the poor spirited, those who are lacking 
in energy, in enthusiasm, in life. This 
is an unfortunate conception. The Greek 
phase describes those who are conscious 
of their spiritual poverty. Goodspeed 
translates, ‘‘Blessed are those who feel 
their spiritual need, for the Kingdom 
of Heaven belongs to them.” The man 
who is intellectually satisfied will never 
achieve intellectual mastery. The man 
who is spiritually satisfied will know 
that spiritual mastery which alone can 
guarantee happiness in all the walks of 
life. The man who feels his spiritual 


, heed and who uses those means of 


grace which enable him to grow in 
spiritual stature has found the roadway 
to true and abiding happiness because 
he has found the roadway to the King- 
dom of heaven. 

2. “Blessed are the meek.” Many 
think that the meek man is a weak man, 
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a timid, shrinking soul, a sort of hu- 
man door mat who allows other men to 
trample upon him at will. But that is 
not what the Bible means by meekness. 
Meekness in the Bible refers sometimes 
to meekness toward God and sometimes 
to meekness toward man. Meekness to- 
ward God means submission to God, ac- 
ceptance of his will for our lives. Meek- 
ness toward man means gentleness, con- 
sideration, courtesy. Such meekness 
does not always win material reward, 
but it does win the best that earth can 
give and proves a sure way to the joy 
of life. 

3. “Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness’’—in contrast 
with those who have an insatiable hun- 
ger for money, for thrills, for sensual 
pleasure, and in contrast with those who 
are satisfied with their ethical attain- 
ments, who are self-righteous, and 
smug. 

4. “Blessed are the merciful.” Only 
those who are themselves merciful can 
expect to find mercy from their fellow- 
men, and that mercy from God which is 
essential to life’s truest happiness. 

5. Blessed are the pure in heart. 
When we read these words it seems ‘‘as 
if someone pointed to the top of a steep, 
lofty, inaccessible mountain, and said, 
‘there you will find what you seek.’ We 
look up in awe and look down in shame 
and murmur, ‘It is high, I cannot at- 
tain unto it.’’’ And yet we know that 
Jesus is right. Impurity, insincerity, 
dishonesty in thought, word or deed 
does obscure the vision of God. It is 
true that none of us can be absolutely 
pure, but we can want to be, we can 
try to be, we can earnestly pray to be, 
and in proportion as we succeed, we 
shall find that satisfying vision of God 
which is a guarantee of true and abiding 
happiness. 

2. And on Active Service. 

The first six beatitudes all emphasize 
one essential fact—true abiding happi- 
ness depends on inward condition rather 
than on outward circumstance. The 
last two beatitudes emphasize another 
important truth which must be put 
alongside the first—that true abiding 
happiness depends on active service 
within the Kingdom of God. 

The thought receives general expres- 
sion in the words of Jesus reported in 
Acts 20:35—“‘It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.’’ Moffatt brings out the 
meaning better when he translates— 
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“To give is happier than to get.” 

This truth is given a special applica- 
tion in the seventh beatitude—“‘‘Blessed 
are the peacemakers, for they shall be 
ealled sons of God.’ To be a peace- 
maker means something more than be- 
ing peaceable or amiable or kindly in 
one’s own personal relationships. It 
means to make peace between man and 
man, or between man and God. 

It is a difficult business to be a peace- 
maker in this modern world and some- 
times a very dangerous one. And yet 
one of the surest ways of being happy 
is to do what we can to bring peace to 
individuals who are estranged; to bring 
peace in the social world, in the indus- 
trial world, in the economic world, in 
the international world; to make peace 
between God and man. It is only as one 
does get away from his own narrow in- 
terests and takes some part in those 
causes which are working for human 
betterment, when one begins to feel 
that he is a fellow-worker with God in 
the great causes he has at heart, that 
he begins to find true and abiding hap- 
piness. 

In the final beatitudes Jesus goes a 
step further. He does not mean that 
it is better to be persecuted than to be 
free from persecution. The point is 
that living in a world where righteous- 
ness, especially the righteousness of 
Christ, must make its way against op- 
position, ‘“‘the one who will endure hard- 
ship rather than weakly abandon his 
convictions is happier than the one who 
will yield his convictions rather than 
suffer.”” No man can be truly happy 
unless he has the courage of his con- 
victions, unless there are some things 
for which, if need be, he is willing to 
suffer. The man who is willing to 
abandon his convictions because it is 
expedient or popular has introduced into 
his mental and spiritual life a source 
of discord that is bound sooner or later 
to destroy the very happiness that it 
seemed for a moment to promote. 


Il, The Two Foundations 


In 7:13-27 Jesus invites his hearers 
to enter the Kingdom. He speaks of 
the two ways, one of which leads to life 
and the other to death; and then of the 
two dangers, the one of false prophets 
and the other of a false profession; and 
then of the two foundations on which 
men may build. 

Four truths are contained in this 
final picture. 
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1. All men are building. The meta- 
phor is especially appropriate. “The 
man is not pitching a tent for a few 
hours or at most for a few days with 
the probability of being able to move 
it in case of danger, but building a 
house to dwell in permanently with cer- 
tainty that danger must arise some- 
times. And that is what we are em- 
ployed upon here; each one is building 
up his character—that character which 
is the one thing which he can take with 
him, which he must take with him into 
the other world. The choice which he 
has is not between building and not 
building (he must build some kind of 
character) but between building well 
and building foolishly.” (Plummer, I. 
Cc. C.) That brings us to the second 
truth. 


2. All men have a choice of founda- 
tions. There are innumerable philos- 
ophies of life which a man may choose. 
But Jesus narrows the choice drasti- 
cally. A man must choose whether or 
not he will build his life on Jesus’ 
words. That is the one choice which 
is supremely meaningful, for 

3. All foundations will be tried by 
the storms of life. Into everyone’s life 
comes sickness, disappointment, death; 
heavy grief of one sort or another drives 
its plowshare deep into the human 
heart. The difference between men, 
someone has said, is not the measure 
of adversity which comes to them, but 
what they do with adversity when it 
appears. In every life, sooner or later, 
the rains descend, the winds beat, the 
floods rise, but for one man the house 
of life falls in ruins, while for another 
it stands secure; and the difference lies 
not in the intensity of the storm, but 
in the power to withstand. 

Jesus’ words apply to Christians as 
well as non-Christians, not only to 
small characters but also to great. His 
words apply to the ordinary storms of 
life, all of those things which try men’s 
characters and reveal the quality of 
their lives; they apply above all to that 
last scene when each character will 
meet its supreme test. That brings us 
to the final thought. 

4. Jesus’ words afford the only secure 
foundation for time or eternity. Ob- 
serve carefully that it is Jesus’ words 
which afford security and they afford 
security only as they are obeyed (cf. 
7:21). Trust in Christ as Savior does 
not afford a safe foundation for this 
life or the next, unless it includes loyal 
submission to him as Lord. Professions 
are of no avail unless one does the will 
of God. “These words of mine” refer 
particularly to the Sermon on the 
Mount. He that hears these words and 
doeth them not shall be likened unto 
a foolish man who build his house upon 
the sand. 


Note: Material for this lesson has 
been adapted from the writer’s “The 
Sermon on the Mount and its Meaning 
for Today,” published by the John Knox 
Press, 


*Scripture quotations are from the 
Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE STRUGGLE BEHIND THE 
IRON CURTAIN. By Ferenc Nagy. The 
Macmillan Company, New York, 471 pp. 
$6.00. 

Here is a book which tells of the 
methods of the USSR, in dealing with 
the countries of Eastern Europe. The 
author is former Premier of Hungary. 
His book is an autobiography of a 
strong political leader of Hungary since 
the liberation of that land in 1945. It 
is the struggle of Ferenc Nagy, from 
a peasant background to that of the 
Prime Minister of the Republic of Hun- 
gary. At the same time it is in fact 
the struggle of his beloved land against 
communism. After the liberation a 
coalition government was formed. The 
majority in this government belonged 
to Smallholders Party due to the recent 
election. Soon Hungary was proclaimed 
a republic and the strong man of the 
Smallholders Party became the Prime 
Minister. 

The rest of the book deals with the 





Review Policy 


It has always been the policy of 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK to 
review only those books which are 
sent by publishers, either unsolicited 
or upon request, directly to the paper. 
This explanation is necessary because 
occasional volunteer reviewers submit 
reviews after either purchasing a book 
or having it sent to them directly by 
the publishers. It should be clear that 
the only way to avoid endless con- 
fusion is to abide by our established 
practice.—THE EDITORS. 





struggle of freedom loving Hungarians 
under Ferenc Nagy, with the Com- 
munist Party of Hungary backed by the 
military leaders of USSR. Despite agree- 
ment by all parties in the coalition gov- 
ernment to work together. The Com- 
munist Party resisted all efforts of the 
Smallholders Party to work for the 
good of Hungary. In this opposition the 
Communists were backed by the mili- 
tary might of Russia. Ferenc Nagy, 
with courage, wisdom and patience car- 
ried on for nearly two years. But it 
was a hopeless struggle from the very 
first. Soon some trusted men of Small- 
holders Party were arrested by the 
police, which was directed by the Com- 
munist Party. Men were being accused 
of conspiracy against USSR. The Rus- 
sian army was now taking a hand in 
the affairs of the nation. 

While the Prime Minister was taking 
a vacation in Switzerland he was in- 
formed that he should return at once 
to defend himself. And in a short while 
he was asked not to return but to offer 
his resignation as Prime Minister. He 
did so after an agonizing experience. 
Nagy, the strong man of Hungary, is 
now in exile living on a farm in Vir- 
ginia. Presbyterians may be surprised 
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to read how many leaders of the Hun- 
garian struggle for freedom were Pres- 
byterians, including Ferenc Nagy. 
MICHAEL MARYOSIP. 
Temple, Texas. 


HASIDISM. By Martin Buber. Philo- 
sophical Library, New York. 1948. 207 
pp. $3.75. 

Here are a group of studies of the 
Jewish religious movement of Hasidism. 
Although most of the chapters were 
originally published elsewhere there is 
a kind of unity in the book, arising 
from Martin Buber’s own unique spirit. 
The reader who is looking for a com- 
plete history of Hasidism will do better 
to consult an encyclopedia, for Buber’s 
method is to explore the spirit and 
quality of the movement rather than 
chart its development. There are many 
insights which are valid for the mytical 
element in any religion, there are also 
occasional snatches of biblical interpre- 
tation which are fresh and deeply 
thoughtful. 

BALMER H. KELLY. 

Richmond, Va. 


A PASTORAL TRIUMPH. By Charles 
F. Kemp. The Macmillan Co., New York, 
1948. 120 pp., $2.25. 

This is an evaluation of the life and 
ministry of Richard Baxter at Kidder- 
minster in 17th Century England. The 
author evidently greatly admires and re- 
spects his subject. His book is also 
an earnest appeal for a pastoral minis- 
try. The book is not a life of Richard 
Baxter, but an appraisal and eulogy; it 
is not a study of the pastoral ministry, 
but an exhortation to the values of such 
a ministry. The reviewer feels that the 
book is too brief to serve as a biography 
or a study, and, on the other hand, that 
it is longer than necessary for the pre- 
sentation of an eulogy and exhortation. 

D. P. McGEACHY, JR. 
Clearwater, Fla. 


MINISTER’S MONDAY, By Robert L. 
Eddy. The Pilgrim Press, Boston, 175 
pages. $2.25. 

The purpose of this book is to indi- 
cate to a minister what he might well 
do with his Monday to make it his ser- 
vant rather than his master. However, 
the intent degenerates into the collec- 
tion of a series of essays on various ways 
in which the author has spent his Mon- 
days without giving any very real unity 
to the book. It is interesting reading, 
stimulating at times, and may send the 
reader to the development of a pastime 
or hobby for his Mondays which will 
be profitable for his own life. 

LAWRENCE I. STELL. 
Tallahassee, Florida, 
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Large selection of fine materials, 
reasonatiy priced. Write for 
catalogue C-12 (choir robes); J-12 
(junior choir); P-12 (pulpit robes). 
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A World to Change. Howard P. Bozarth. 
The Christian Education Press. $1.50. 

The Family of Tomorrow. Carle C. 
Zimmerman. Harper & Brothers. $3.50. 

Thirty Stories I Like to Tell. Margaret 
W. Eggleston. Harper & Brothers, $1.50. 

The Lord’s Prayer in the Bible. H. G. 
Moss. Longmans, Green and Co. Ine. 
$2.00. 

Divine Lord and Saviour. 
Pieters. Revell. $2.00. 

Man and Food: The Lost Equation? 
Lester Walker & Blair Bolles. Foreign 
Policy Assn. 35 cents. 

Religious Liberty. Cecil Northcott. Mac- 
millan. $2.00. 

Southeast Asia. Kenneth P. Landon. 
The University of Chicago Press. $4.00, 

Mass Man and Religion. E. G. Lee. Har- 
per & Bros. $2.50. 

The Church-School Teacher's Job. Mil- 
dred Moody Eakin and Frank Eakin. 
Macmillan. $2.75. 


Albertus 
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siX CENTS per word and initial including 
address. Minimum: $2, cash with order. 
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USED RELIGIOUS BOOK Catalog now 
reaay! Write today. Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids 6. Michigan. 





WANTED: JANUARY AND APRIL 1947 
issues of INTERPRETATION in good 

shape. State price. Write to Arthur 

Meyer, Box 1§, Grand Rapids, Mich. 





WANTED 





DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS Education 

wanted for church with membership of 
about 600. Write about personal quali- 
fications to Presbyterian Church, Box 528, 
Laurel, Miss. 





EVANGELIST—TEMPORARY SUPPLY 





REV. ERNST WILLIAM NAGEL, evan- 

gelist or temporary supply. Any church 
anywhere; member, Ouachita Presbytery. 
Mailing address: Box 357, Camden, Ar- 
kansas. Residence: 3127 Portis Place, St. 
Louis, Missouri. 








*Any book in print 
may be secured by 
your book store. 
Supplies for church 
and Sunday school 
are handled by your 
book store. 

*Free catalogs upon 

request. 

*Profits go to the 
Religious Education 
program of the 
Church. 

*Order from Presby- 

terian Book Stores. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


USA NOMINEES 

Two nominees put forward by their 
presbyteries for moderator of the 161st 
Presbyterian, USA, General Assembly, 
are: Clifford E. Barbour, Second church, 
Knoxville, Tenn., and Ralph C. McAfee, 
Covenant church, Erie, Pa. 








DEATH 

H. Waddell Pratt, 75, died near Mon- 
treat, N. C., with funeral services held 
at Montreat February 6, interment later 
at Lexington, Va. Dr. Pratt had been on 
the faculty of Columbia Bible College in 
recent years. 


EPISCOPAL EDITOR 

Frederick J. Warnecke, editor of the 
Southern Churchman and rector of St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Church, Richmond, 
Va., has resigned these two posts in 
order to become dean of Trinity Cathe- 
dral, Newark, N. J. 


CHANGES 

W. Mcllwaine Thompson, professor of 
Bible at Davidson College, has accepted 
a call to the Hampden-Sydney, Va., 
church effective August 1. 

Jos. M. Owen, formerly at Huntington, 
W. Va., now taking his fellowship year 
of study at Union Seminary, Richmond, 
Va., has accepted a call to the Mt. Pleas- 
ant, Texas, church. 

Philip A. Roberts, Farmville, Va., has 
been called to the Fredericksburg, Va., 
church. 

Stuart H. Salmon, Pulaski, Tenn., has 
accepted a call to become superintendent 
of home missions and director of reli- 
gious education for Paris Presbytery. 
He will live in Mt. Pleasant, Texas. 

J. Gordon Riggan, from the East 
Ocean View church, Norfolk, Va., to 905 
Tenth Avenue., Huntington, W. Va., 
where he will become mission pastor of 
the First church. 

J. J. Marse, formerly in San Antonio, 


Texas, has been installed as pastor of 
the Edna, Texas, church. 

H. Addison Woestemeyer, of Uvalde, 
Texas, has been installed as pastor of 


Blewett. 

G. L. Brown from Ozone, Tenn., to 
Route 1, Swope, Va. 

J. Burton Riddle, formerly of Level- 


the recently-organized church at 
wett. 


Ble- 


land, Texas, has been installed as pag- 
He will be pastor at Uvalde and 


tor at Aransas Pass, Texas, 





PEACE COLLEGE 


First and second-year college courses; two years of high school. Transfer, 
General, Commercial, Home Economics, Music. Program develops self-control, 
academic efficiency, spiritual sincerity. Cultural advantages. Modern equipment, 
beautiful campus. Glee Club, Sports. All courses accredited. Applications for 
1949-1950 session should be made now. For catalogue, write 

William C. Pressly, President, Raleigh, North Carolina. 








KING COLLEGE 


A fully accredited 4 year college. Coeducational. Presbyterian. Founded 1867. 
Liberal Arts. Sciences. Business. Education. Four types of Scholarships: (1) 
Competitive (2) Academic (3) Grant in Aid (4) Remunerative Work. 
For information and catalog write: , 
R. T. L. LISTON, Pres., Box P, Bristol, Tennessee. 








MONTREAT COLLEGE 


Four Year College for Women 
Controlled by the Mountain Retreat Association 
Christian Atmosphere High Scholastic Goals 
Low Expenses Work Scholarships 
One- or Two-Year Secretarial Course 
MONTREAT SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 
College Preparatory School 
Accredited by Southern Association of Colleges 
and Secendary Schools 
Located in the “Land of the Sky,’’ Western North Carolina 


J. RUPERT McGREGOR, President Montreat, N. C. 








QUEENS COLLEGE 


Charlotte 7, N. O. 


An accredited Christian college for 
young women. 


Applications are now 
being received for 1949-50. 


A Liberal Arts College for Women HUNTER B. BLAKELY, President 


Offering A. B. and B. S. Degrees 











Davis and Elkins College 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing climate; 
modern buildings; excellent equip- 
ment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment. 


R. B. PURDUM, President 


Character 





Southwestern at Memphis 


Striving for the best in education and in 
spiritual values. 

An excellent investment for enduring and 
rewarding dividends, the enrichment of hu- 
man lives. 

Charles E. Diehl, President 








1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1949 


A Record of Distinguished Leadership 
An Atmosphere of Christian Scholarship 
A Spirit of Community Service 


EDGAR G. GAMMON, President, Hampden-Sydney, Virginia. 
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